We estimated the number of missing lines of arrested growth (LAGs) by calculating the difference between the perimeter of the resorption line (RL) and the mean perimeter of each of the visible LAGs of the smallest individuals. If the difference exceeded 1 SD we added the corresponding number of inferred LAGs to the number of observed LAGs for age calculation; if the difference was < 1 SD, evidence of LAG destruction is lacking and we calculated age based only on observed LAGs.
Additional file 3
. Melanophryniscus moreirae population age structure using different age estimation methods (see main text for references). AM: age at maturity, age of the youngest adults; PRLS: potential reproductive lifespan; size: snout--vent length. 
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